
Page 1 of 17 

 

Newspaper Clips 
      December 11, 2013 

 



Page 2 of 17 

 

 



Page 3 of 17 

 

 



Page 4 of 17 

 

 



Page 5 of 17 

 

 



Page 6 of 17 

 

 



Page 7 of 17 

 

 

The Telegraph 

IIT gurus on video teaching grid 
BASANT KUMAR MOHANTY 

New Delhi, Dec. 10: Classes in Jadavpur and Besu, lessons from IIT. 

That is what will happen from next month when students of the two Calcutta institutions get lectures from top 

IIT and NIT professors through video conferencing under a plan to enhance the quality of technology education. 

The Bengal duo are among 100 engineering colleges from across the country selected for the video lectures 

from January 2 under the National Mission on Education through Information and Communication Technology 

(NMEICT). 

The top professors of five IITs — those in Madras, Delhi, Mumbai, Kanpur and Kharagpur — some from NIT 

Surathkal (Mangalore) have joined the programme that experts said would enrich learning experience. Students 
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can clarify doubts by sending questions through email or SMS.  

A team of experts under Ashok Jhunjhunwala of IIT Madras has designed the programme. Sources in the Union 

HRD ministry and IIT Madras said the institutions selected were run by state governments and faced faculty 

shortages of around 40 per cent. 

The lectures will cover mathematics and engineering courses in the electrical, computer science, mechanical 

and civil streams. Each semester will have 15 such lectures. The uncovered portions of the syllabi will be taught 

by the resident faculty. The students will also get access to lectures by lab tutors. 

Experts hailed the initiative but some suggested “tele-teaching” could not be a substitute for direct classes. 

Kushal Sen of IIT Delhi said video lectures, while enriching learning experience, “are not a replacement for 

teachers”. “It will, however, help students improve as they will get access to top professors.” 

According to Sen, a major drawback of tele-teaching is that there is hardly any scope for practical experiments. 

Though some lab experiments can be simulated through computers, most of the practical training has to be 

imparted in the institutes in real-life conditions, he said.  

Bengal Engineering and Science University (Besu) vice-chancellor Ajoy Kumar Ray backed the move, saying it 

would help sharing of scarce human resources like good teachers among institutions. “We are keen to have 

some of the lectures by our professors aired. We have good faculties in several departments such as space, 

energy, defence and new material science.” 

NIT Surathkal director Swapan Bhattacharya — a faculty member of computer science at Jadavpur University 

— said the move would benefit other institutions. “Jadavpur University has good facilities and faculty strength. 

But there are many state government colleges with more than 40 per cent vacancy in the faculty. They (the 

video lectures) will be able to bridge the gap to an extent.”  

IIT Kanpur chairperson M. Anandkrishnan said many foreign universities were using such methods to provide 

quality education. “Foreign universities are providing e-content in various subjects. This is a similar effort. But 

the scope for doubt clearance is limited in this mode. By writing a mail or SMS, a student may not be able to get 

clarity.” 
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TOI 

How Facebook wants to use your data 

AFP Dec 10, 2013, 02.45AM IST 

WASHINGTON: Facebook has unveiled plans on a partnership with New York University for a new center for 

artificial intelligence, aimed at harnessing the huge social network's massive trove of data. 

The California-based tech giant named professor Yann LeCun of NYU's Center for Data Science to head up the 

project. 

"As one of the most respected thinkers in this field, Yann has done groundbreaking research in deep learning 

and computer vision," said Mike Schroepfer, Facebook's chief technology officer. "We're thrilled to welcome 

him to Facebook." 

Facebook, the world's biggest social network with more than a billion members, is building the team across 

three locations -- New York, London and its headquarters in Menlo Park, California. 

The lab will work on "machine learning," -- a branch of artificial intelligence that involves computers "learning" 

to extract knowledge from giant data sets. 

LeCun, a French-born mathematician and computer scientist, said in a blog post that he was pleased to head up 

the project with "the ambitious, long-term goal of bringing about major advances in artificial intelligence." 

"I am thrilled to announce that I have accepted the position of director of this new lab," LeCun wrote. "I will 

remain a professor at New York University on a part-time basis, and will maintain research and teaching 

activities at NYU." 

Facebook chief and co-founder Mark Zuckerberg spoke of the plans during a call in October to discuss the 

company's quarterly earnings. 

Zuckerberg said a working group was formed in September "to do world-class artificial intelligence research 

using all of the knowledge that people have shared on Facebook." 

"The goal here is to use new approaches in AI to help make sense of all the content that people share so we can 

generate new insights about the world to answer people's questions," Zuckerberg said at the time. 

He added that one of the goals was "to build services that are much more natural to interact with and can help 

solve many more problems than any existing technology today." 

LeCun is a professor at NYU's Courant Institute of Mathematical Sciences and is the founding director of the 

university's Center for Data Science. 

He is known for creating an early version of a pattern-recognition algorithm which mimics, in part, the visual 

cortex of animals and humans. 

 
 

 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/New-York-University
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Mark-Zuckerberg
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IIT Placements: Crore Plus Packages Make A Grand 

Comeback  

By SiliconIndia  |   Tuesday, 10 December 2013, 15:12 IST 

As per the sources, the highest package garnered for an international role at IIT-Kharagpur was $150,000 (  93 

lakh), which is a rise of about $25,000 compared to the previous year. While at IIT-Guwahati, the highest 

compensation package saw a rise of $1,000 compared to the last year and stood at $120,000 (  74.8 lakh). 

 

 

According to a placement team member at IIT-Bombay, the last year’s highest spender, Korea's Samsung 

Electronics that offered $135,000 (  84 lakh) packages, is most likely to make offers that is along the same 

lines. It was also revealed that tech giants such as Microsoft and Google are considering option to offer 

packages that is in the range of $110,000 (Rs 68 lakh) to the shortlisted candidates at the institute. Google has 

also offered $120,000 (Rs 74.8 lakh) pay package to students at IIT-Guwahati. 

 

 

Apple, Oracle, Schlumberger and Mitsubishi, along with Indian startups such as Zomato have emerged as the 

most generous recruiters who have offered top offers during the current placement season. 
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